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We are Bostik

40+ 
countries

7,000+ 
employees

4 
R&D centres

€2.9bn
worldwide sales
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55+
countries

21,000+
employees

148 
production plants

€11.5bn
worldwide sales
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To deliver 

sustainable 
solutions driven 

by innovation.

To manage our 

activities as a 

responsible 
manufacturer.

To cultivate an open 
dialogue and close 
relations with our 

stakeholders.

Bostik and Arkema’s vision

1 2 3
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16
countries

16,500
employees

66
production plants

983
patents

18
engineering centres

Plastic Omnium Intelligent Exterior Systems (IES)

We are Plastic Omnium

150
plants

40,500
employees

43
R&D centres

€9.5bn
revenue

93
customers

1 in 5 cars produced worldwide is 

equipped with an IES product
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Plastic Omnium’s vision

Driving a new generation of mobility.1

2 To continuously reinvent mobility.

3 To play a driving role in energy transition.

4 To challenge the status quo and open 
new perspectives.
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The industry traditionally uses single-use
masking tapes to mask critical parts on 
plastic tailgates.

This manual application has inefficiency and
sustainability challenges.

A more time and cost efficient, 
sustainable, and automated solution 
was required.

The need to change tailgate 
masking processes
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To replace masking tape with a masking glue that must:

Plastic Omnium’s ask

Have sufficient adhesion with no substrate contamination.1

2 Be easy-to-peel after painting.

3 Be visible for quality control.

4 Have viscosity stability during the dispensing process.

5 Withstand a variety of manufacturing environmental conditions.

6 Facilitate a more sustainable process.
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Bostik’s manufacturing solution
PO
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Bostik THERMELT® bio-based hot melt adhesives

A more sustainable adhesive solution

Enhanced product and process 
performance

Supports manufacturers on 
their sustainability journeys

Enables re-usability and 
recyclability



10IMPROVING TAILGATE PAINT PROCESSES MORE SUSTAINABLY

Bostik THERMELT® 5131 
glue masking process

Granule 
melting

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5

Disposal, recycling
and reuse

Glue 
application

Painting Peeling
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A more sustainable adhesive 
solution

Raw materials sourced from the world’s first 
sustainable castor bean farming programme.

50% to 90% bio-based, mainly from 
rapeseed.

Increased opportunities for          component 
reusability and recyclability.

Full vertical supply chain control of 
castor beans.

Bostik THERMELT® bio-based hot melt adhesives.
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Creating a more sustainable, 
circular process

Virgin polyamide 

hot melt

Masking glue usage

Limited possibilities 
for reuse

New material generation with 
up to 100% recycled content

Open loop

for other applications

Purification, 

formulation and

recharacterisation

(Regrinding), dry blend,

(plus filtering)

Waste material collection
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Thank you

Benoît Perrier
Global Automotive Director, Bostik

benoit.perrier@bostik.com

Clément Venet
Bonding Process Performance Manager, Plastic Omnium

clement.venet@plasticomnium.com


